It’s amazing what you learn through Hadassah. Many of you know that I recently participated in Hadassah’s Certified Trainers Program in Philly and Advocacy Specialist training in DC. Well, one of the most important things I learned during this training was that if you’re speaking to a roomful of women, don’t say anything of consequence the first 5 minutes of your speech. Why? Because the members of the audience are probably wondering:

1. Does she color her hair?
2. Where did she get those earrings?

3. Did she have a nose job? Botox? Lipo?

Now, there were a few women who were insulted by this implication. I must admit, however, that some of those very thoughts (I was actually thinking that the speaker looked great – she said she was 50, which I found hard to believe). So, without any further ado, I will now answer these burning questions:
Yes, I color my hair (and straighten it, too, by the way)

I got my earrings at ______________.

No, I did not have a nose job. Duh! 
And, no, I did not have Botox or lipo but if I win the lottery….

Seriously, I have grown so much as a person through my involvement in Hadassah (and we’re not talkin’ about all the yummy food served at events like this brunch!). My learning has benefited me not only in terms of my Hadassah volunteerism, but at home and professionally as well. Believe me, if it weren’t for Hadassah, you’d never find me standing up here, speaking to a roomful of people! 


But enough about me. We’re here today to acknowledge all of your generous contributions – those from your checkbook and those from your heart. I’d like to share with you some of the many recent accomplishments linked to Hadassah Medical Organization because, without your efforts, none of this would be possible:

- First and foremost, Hadassah Hospital’s Center for Emergency Medicine is on track to be completed by the end of the year. It will feature specialized areas including a Trauma Unit, Adult and Pediatric ERs, Acute Care and an Observation Unit. Unfortunately, the intifada and incessant acts of terrorism against innocent Israeli citizens have made this center a necessity. With this center, no longer will victims have to be treated in a makeshift trauma unit set up in the hospital lobby, or on the fly in hallways or even bathrooms.

- Free anonymous HIV testing will be provided by the Hadassah AIDS Center for the next several months. I don’t know about you, but I didn’t even know a Hadassah AIDS Center existed.

- A special course for mothers-to-be, co-sponsored by Parent and Child

Magazine, was held recently at Hadassah Hospital Mount Scopus.

- You may remember Eric Pass, the bar mitzvah boy who collected caps to donate to children being treated for cancer at the Mother

and Child Center at Hadassah Ein Kerem. Thanks to many of you, Eric surpassed his goal of 1800 caps, collecting to date a total of 3,555 caps. Hats off to Eric!

- And for those of you who don’t read our bulletin cover to cover (ahem), let me remind you that the world’s first computer-assisted hip replacement operation was performed at Hadassah Hospital.

- Cutting-edge technology at HMO (that’s Hadassah Medical Organization, by the way) also includes MRI-directed neurosurgery. Hmmm… computers, MRIs… soon they won’t even need surgeons to perform surgery! (just kidding!)
- Another Hadassah first was the birth of healthy twins, produced from 12-year-old frozen embryos – the longest cyropreservation ever reported. (I recently heard on The Tonight Show – of all places –  that a 20-year-old embryo was successfully implanted in a mother’s womb, so that record may in fact be broken.)

- A new “parenting room” (Cheder Horim) is now available for new and

soon-to-be parents in the OB-Gyn Department of Hadassah Mt. Scopus. Classes are offered on breastfeeding, baby care,

and baby massage and more. The room is open from 6 a.m. until midnight.

- In the past year, 216 grants have been awarded to HMO researchers.

This includes a $1 million grant from the National Institutes of Health for stem cell research (more on that later). 

- Hadassah Ein Kerem is currently the only center in Israel that offers implantation of an artificial anal sphincter that greatly improves the quality of life for those who suffer from incontinence. 

- For the past year, a scanning laser tool, the first device of its kind in Israel, is being used by Hadassah Hospital to effectively diagnose glaucoma. 

- Breast cancer patients in Israel now have access to a new diagnostic

technology previously only available in a small number of

North American and European hospitals. Known as the MRI-guided

breast biopsy coil and introduced for the first time in Israel at Hadassah Hospital at Ein Kerem, it can detect and biopsy breast

tumors as tiny as 5 millimeters in diameter.

- At Hadassah College – Jerusalem, the Hadas program focuses on community and social involvement, and offers numerous scholarships.
Student activities include: Perach, a statewide tutoring program; 

Leshem (God’s Flower) Program, tutoring of students with a learning disabilities, and a Hebrew language enrichment program for Arab city youth; High Tech Clubs for junior high students; Student-to-Student Mentoring; Head Start Program for Hebrew and Arabic speaking children before first grade or junior high; Yad Sarah, computer assistance to homebound, physically disabled individuals;

Lahav House, mentoring city youth in computer clubs; Lev Ha’ir Project, art activities with pre-school children, youth and the

elderly; and much more.
I’ve just shared with you some of the amazing things happening at Hadassah projects in Israel. What’s truly amazing, though, is how Hadassah touches the lives of so many people. “60 Minutes” referred to Hadassah as "an island of sanity" in the Middle East. How true. Here are a few poignant examples, courtesy of Barbara Sofer’s Jerusalem Netletter, which many of you receive:

- If you were to peek in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit at Hadassah
Ein Kerem, you’d find baby Rabua from Bethlehem, a baby from Nablus, a baby from Hebron and a baby from Jenin - all with congenital heart abnormalities. Thanks to a 2 million euro grant from Italy, and Hadassah expertise, hundreds of tiny children will receive advanced health care unavailable from the Palestinian Authority.

- Six-year-old Esther, critically injured in a Jerusalem bus bombing, was taken to Hadassah University Hospital in Ein Kerem where she was treated with severe blast injury to her lungs. What exactly is blast injury? The same shock waves that can break one’s eardrums also damage any area in the body that contains air. The lungs are very vulnerable, and Esther's were ravaged. Miraculously, only 10 days after the blast, Esther began first grade right on schedule. Her mother, Nava, is eternally grateful, saying, "How can I ever thank Hadassah?"

- Hannah, a 44-year-old mother of three, lives in a disadvantaged
Jerusalem neighborhood. After unsuccessful attempts to find a job, she gave up. Then she signed up for a seminar in empowerment, 
created for women afraid to join the work force, at the Hadassah Career Counseling Institute. She is now coordinator of a
community cable TV station.

- Efrat, 17, from Nahariya, is the child of a bitter divorce. The youngest of eight children, she arrived at the Ramat Hadassah-Szold Youth Aliyah Village (which I was fortunate to visit during my Hadassah mission to Israel), with learning disabilities and a lack of confidence. She's now studying physics, singing in the village choir, and helping kids - who face the same challenges that she overcame –

with their homework.

Those of you who receive Jill Schwartz’s email updates probably read this, but it’s a story worth repeating: At Hadassah, medical miracles happen not only in Jerusalem, but here in the States, too. In January, Hadassah National President June Walker opened the semi-annual board meeting by announcing that a board member (Belle Simon) was in desperate need of a kidney transplant. Attending the meeting was 55-year-old Katie Edelstein, president of the Pacific Northwest Region of Hadassah, who in a split second decided that she wanted to donate a kidney to Belle, whom she knew from frequent professional contact. Even though Katie’s a medical technologist, she said she wasn’t really aware that one could be a living donor. Turns out, Katie’s kidney was a match. Katie had laproscopic surgery and was released the next day. For Katie, the highlight of the surgery came in the recovery room, where, next to Belle, she heard the doctors say "It's working!" "Of course it works," Katie shot back. "It's a Hadassah kidney!"
And now, since I was told I could speak on whatever subject I wanted – and since I have a captive audience (it’s a good thing we ate first!) – I’d also like to share with you some examples of what Hadassah is doing here at home. As I mentioned earlier, I recently completed Hadassah advocacy specialist training. It’s important that each of us realizes the impact Hadassah has on issues that affect women – Jewish women – here in the United States. Hadassah, with more than 300,000 women, is the largest Jewish organization in the U.S. Yes, we’re a Zionist organization – meaning we support Israel – but we’re so much more. We’re also the largest women’s organization in the U.S. There’s power in numbers. 

We’re simply continuing what Hadassah founder Henrietta Szold began in 1912. Through her lifetime of service to the Jewish people, Henrietta Szold helped shape the political, cultural, and social worlds of Jews in both the United States and Israel and created a new world of opportunity for Jewish women.
Today, Hadassah regularly issues “policy statements” on issues of concern to us all. We may not always agree with Hadassah’s position on issues, but we can be proud that Hadassah takes a stand. These policy statements are voted on by members of the national board, who represent the membership. Hadassah also issues news releases, in response to current events, reflecting its policies. Resolutions also are passed at Hadassah’s national convention by delegates like you and me (this year it’s in Arizona in July – let me change that to delegates like you and me and Joyce and Margie). 

In an election year, it’s crucial that we all are aware of issues that could affect us and our families. Please note that Hadassah will never endorse a political party or candidate. Instead, we focus on the issues and let the voters make their own decisions at the polls. And Hadassah encourages people to go to the polls, with voter registration drives. So if you’re not registered to vote, I urge you to do so. Women fought mightily for the right to vote; let’s not squander that privilege.


Here’s a sampling of where Hadassah stands and what Hadassah does [flash cards]:

- Hadassah acts to free the agunah, which literally translates to a “chained woman.” In Jewish law, a couple only becomes divorced when a husband gives his wife a get, a Jewish divorce decree. If he refuses, the woman is called an agunah and cannot remarry. Hadassah is a member of the Israeli Coalition for Aguna Rights.


- Hadassah acts to promote stem cell research (see, I told you there would be more on that later). In Israel, Hadassah Hospital is a pioneer in gene therapy.


- Hadassah acts to prevent genetics-based insurance discrimination. 5 to 10 percent of all cases of breast and ovarian cancer are inherited. Breast cancer can sometimes be attributed to mutations in two genes, BRCA1 and BRCA2, which occur at a somewhat higher rate among Ashkenazi Jewish women.


- Hadassah acts to ensure Israel’s status in the United Nations. Israel has never held a seat on the U.N. Security Council. Israel is the only member state to be denied inclusion in a regional group, the basic building block of this world body. Hadassah is an active participant in the U.N. via its NGO (non-governmental organization) representative. Members of Newtown Hadassah participated in a visit to the U.N.


- Hadassah acts to preserve the First Amendment, particularly the protection of religious freedom and separation of church and state. Hadassah created the program, First Amendment, First Watch Religion in the Public Schools, with the Union of American Hebrew Congregations’ Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism. Hadassah helped draft “Religion in the Public School: A Joint Statement of Current Law” on which the U.S. Department of Education guidelines were based. Newtown Hadassah works with the Bucks County Jewish Federation to monitor activities in the schools.


- Hadassah acts to counter Messianic Jews. Newtown Hadassah featured a guest speaker who spoke on this riveting subject.

- Hadassah acts to support the U.S.-Israel partnership. Hadassah advocates for preservation of U.S. foreign aid to Israel and for America’s impartial facilitation of the Middle East peace process.

- Hadassah acts to condemn hate crimes, advocating for passage of the Hate Crimes Prevention Act and the Church Arson Prevention Act. Historically, Hadassah advocated for the Civil Rights Act. Newtown Hadassah held a joint program with the Anti-Defamation League.


- Hadassah acts to prevent osteoporosis through educational materials and programs.


- Hadassah acts to support American Schools and Hospitals Abroad (that’s ASHA, if you need yet another acronym to remember!) ASHA funding is used by HMO to purchase American-made medical equipment and technology, resulting in the highest level of medical care for its patients.


- Hadassah acts to fight breast cancer through programs such as “Check It Out.” Newtown Hadassah has begun efforts to get this program under way in local high schools.


- Hadassah acts to encourage organ and tissue donation through its Pikuah Nefesh – To Save a Life – program. Newtown Hadassah has held a magnificent health symposium on organ donation and has supported Pikuah Nefesh through its projects.

- Hadassah acts to protect the environment both here and in Israel, where we partner with the Jewish National Fund. Members of Newtown Hadassah volunteer for JNF’s annual telethon (as members of the community, since we’re not supposed to raise funds for other organizations!)

- Hadassah acts to promote healthy hearts. Heart disease is the leading cause of death among Israeli women and men, and the single largest cause of death for U.S. females. Hadassah has partnered with the American Heart Association in efforts to educate the public. Newtown Hadassah also held a health symposium on this very important topic.


- Hadassah acts to stop domestic violence, rape and sexual violence, advocating for passage of the Violence Against Women Act, and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women.


- Hadassah acts to encourage influentials to visit Israel.  Our Influentials to Israel program educates and inspires elected officials, policy makers and public opinion leaders through personal visits to Hadassah sites in Israel.


- Hadassah acts to stop terrorism by advocating for strong counter-terrorism legislation to prevent terror groups from operating in the U.S. (while safeguarding civil liberties). Hadassah encourages the Administration to ensure that the war on terror addresses all terrorist groups with global reach.

- Hadassah has long been a staunch advocate for reproductive rights. Hadassah regards reproductive freedom as a fundamental right protected by the First Amendment, which guarantees religious freedom and separation of church and state. About 1500 Hadassah members (including myself and Bea Tannenbaum) participated in the March for Women’s Lives in Washington in April.


So what can YOU do? (Besides giving generously to Hadassah, as you already have.) Sign up for Rebecca Baum’s Israel hasbara (advocacy) e-newsletter. When you receive emails from Rebecca or from Jill Schwartz that ask you to send a letter, an email, or make a phone call – take a few minutes to do so. As Hadassah says, EVERY ACTION COUNTS. If you’re interested in becoming more involved with any of the issues I’ve touched on, please see me before you leave.

As Margie mentioned in her introduction, I am passionate about Israel’s survival. In fact, I’m honored to be participating next weekend in a conference in Washington sponsored by The Israel Project – a U.S.-based organization devoted to giving Israel’s public relations a much-needed shot in the arm. I can’t wait to return and share my newfound knowledge – and enthusiasm – with all of you.

I’m so proud to be part of Hadassah, an organization that not only talks the talk, but walks the walk! I was proud to wear my bright red Hadassah T-shirt at the DC March for Women’s Lives, proud to hoist my Hadassah sign high in the air. (And even prouder when it became a magnet for Hadassah sisters from across the country to come up to me and to Bea, just to say hello and show their support.)

As I wrote in a recent essay about Israel that I’ve shared with several of you, I also am particularly proud of the fact that Hadassah hospitals treat all patients alike – homicide bombers, terrorist victims, innocent bystanders and heroes. Walk down the hospital hallways and you’ll see kippot alongside keffiyahs and crosses.

I’ll be proud to be a delegate once again at the Hadassah National Convention, walking into a room with thousands of Hadassah women from near and far.

But most of all, I’m proud to be a part of Newtown Hadassah. (In fact, at a recent national training we were asked to state where we’re from and, in my unbridled excitement, I said I was from Newtown – forgetting that I actually live in Holland!) 

I’m proud of the fact that Newtown is considered a role model by the Philadelphia chapter. I’m proud of the contributions each and every one of you have made this past program year. 

And I’m grateful to have made so many friends in the process.


